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Welcome to 2012!

JANUARY 2012

The Chamber wishes each of our members a very happy, healthy and prosperous new year.

We welcome Greg Hicks
(of Hicks Insurance), Tom
Houck (of Willett Hofmann
& Associates), Brenda
Humphrey (of Affordable
Waste), Matt Keegan
(of Ward Murray Pace &
Johnson), and Diane
Langenfeld (of Appraisal
Associates of NW IL) to the

Chamber Board of Directors.

We also welcome a new
ex-officio member of the
Board...Laura Bock, the
2012 Chamber Ambassador
President. She is a realtor
with Sauk Valley Properties.

New Board Members

Changes take place on our
Board of Directors as each
new year begins. The Cham-
ber board consists of |7
business people representing
a cross-section of our mem-
bership. Each is elected to
serve a three-year term and
the term expirations are
spread over three years.
Our By-Laws impose a limit
of two consecutive elected

terms for any board member.

Board Officers Elected for 2012

The new board members
are replacing Eric Brantley
(Trein’s Jewelry), George
Mobarak (Rock River Ready
Mix), Shawn Ortgiesen (City
of Dixon), and Will Yount
(Yount Insurance) who were
not eligible for re-election.
Also, Emily Vivian (Ehrmann
Gehlbach Badger and Lee)
chose to leave the board at
the end of her first term.
We thank all of them for
their years of service on the
board.

At its December meeting, the Chamber Board re-elected 201 I’s officers to the same positions
for 2012. Matt Hermes of Heartland Realty is Board Chairman, Tim Broos of KSB Hospital is
1st Vice Chairman, Joann Sheridan of Sterling Federal Bank is 2nd Vice Chairman, and Jenny

Koch of Wipfli is Treasurer.

Board Members Represent YOU

The Board of Directors supervises, controls and directs the affairs of the Chamber. The

Board determines and approves policies within the limits of the By-Laws, which serve as a

framework for its decision-making responsibility on all matters affecting the economic well-
being of the Chamber’s service area.

We hope all of our members feel free to contact a board member or the Chamber office to

forward your thoughts to us on any issues facing the community or to let us know of your

interests and the services we can offer that will most affect your business. A complete listing of

all board members and office staff appears on page 7 of this newsletter and is included in each

month’s newsletter.
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Interested in Sponsoring a BAB?

Business After Business (BAB) provides an excellent opportu-
nity for BAB sponsors to show off their business. It gives all
of our members a chance to make new business contacts and
network with other members. April and November are the
only months available in 2012, but we’re taking reservations
for 2013. BAB sponsors must provide a place for the BAB,
refreshments and prizes for the business card drawing.

To schedule a Business After Business, call the Chamber
office, 815-284-3361, to reserve a month. A refundable
reservation fee of $150.00 is required. Ask for a copy of
our BAB Policy for complete BAB sponsorship information.
Reservations are accepted up to two years in advance -- first
come, first served.

What if you’d like to host, but your business location isn’t big
enough? What if the total costs are beyond your budget?
You might want to be a co-host. Co-hosting is an option for
those members who aren’t sure whether they want to do it all
on their own. This gives you a location and you can share the
cost and preparation with others. Call the Chamber office if
you are interested in co-hosting and we’ll help find a spot.
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Business Card Drawing Winners
December BAB

Brian Barrett, Boss Carpet One Floor & Home
Laurie Hicks, Studio 404 Salon
Dawn Smith, U S Bank
Ken Novak, C & N Supply
Shane Beckman, The First Nat’l Bank in Amboy
Peg Miller, The Next Picture Show
Jeff Detra, Sauk Valley Bank
Becky Duffy, Lisa Habben, Linda Mickelson,
Tori Novay, Kathy Schafer, Deb Didier and
Bill Hoyle, all of KSB Hospital
Bob Wendt and Ed Bushman, Sauk Valley Media
Tom Rich, Borg Warner
Kathy Yount, Crawford Realty
Laura Bock, Sauk Valley Properties
Terry Doty, Doty Studio
Patti Balayti, Comcast Spotlight
Kathy McMunn, IL Dept. of Corrections
Ken McMunn
Judy Dixon

December BAB Raffle Winner

Laura Bock, Sauk Valley Properties

IRS Announces 2012 Standard Mileage Rates

The Internal Revenue Service has issued the 2012
optional standard mileage rates used to calculate
the deductible costs of operating an automobile for
business, charitable, medical or moving purposes.

Beginning on Jan. |, 2012, the standard mileage
rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups or
panel trucks) will be:

55.5 cents per mile for business miles driven

23 cents per mile driven for medical or moving
purposes

14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable
organizations

The rate for business miles driven is unchanged
from the mid-year adjustment that became effec-
tive on July I, 201 1. The medical and moving rate
has been reduced by 0.5 cents per mile.

The standard mileage rate for business is based
on an annual study of the fixed and variable costs
of operating an automobile. The rate for medical

and moving purposes is based on the variable costs
as determined by the same study. Independent
contractor Runzheimer International conducted
the study.

Taxpayers always have the option of calculating
the actual costs of using their vehicle rather than
using the standard mileage rates.

A taxpayer may not use the business standard
mileage rate for a vehicle after using any deprecia-
tion method under the Modified Accelerated Cost
Recovery System (MACRS) or after claiming a Sec-
tion 179 deduction for that vehicle. In addition, the
business standard mileage rate cannot be used for
more than four vehicles used simultaneously.

These and other requirements for a taxpayer to
use a standard mileage rate to calculate the amount
of a deductible business, moving, medical or chari-
table expense are in Rev. Proc. 2010-51.

Source: IRS.gov
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Schedule of Events...

FIESTA COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, January 10, 8:00 am
Chamber Board Room

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday, January 10, Noon
Chamber Board Room

BOARD ORIENTATION SESSION
Thursday, January 12, 11:00 am
Chamber Board Room

CHAMBER BOARD MEETING
Thursday, January 12, Noon
Chamber Board Room

BAB
Thursday, January 12, 5:00 - 6:30 pm
at The Next Picture Show

LCIDA BOARD MEETING
Thursday, January 26, 3:00 pm
Chamber Board Room

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR DINNER
Tuesday, January 31, 2012, 6:00 pm
Amber Room at Timber Creek

CHAMBER AMBASSADORS
Thursday, February 2, Noon
Sterling Federal Bank (Southside Office)

CHAMBER TALK LINE
Monday, February 6, 8:15 am
WIXN AM 1460

BAB
Thursday, February 9, 5:00 - 6:30 pm
at Post House Ballroom

APPY New yeut
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Chamber Ambassadors

2011 Ambassador of the Year

The Dixon Chamber Ambassadors chose
Sarah Smith as “Ambassador of the Year”
for 201 1. Sarah owns Cloud 9 Massage and has
been a member of the Ambassador group since
April 2010. She is a very committed member who
is always willing to help and is a great asset to the
Chamber.

Sarah received a recognition plaque at the
December BAB. Her name has been added to
the Ambassador of the Year plaque on display in
the Chamber office.

Previous recipients of the Ambassador of the
Year Award are Ed Lynott of WIXN / River
Country in 2003, Ed Bushman of the Telegraph
in 2004, Chris Wolfe of Manpower in 2005,

Gary Presley of State Farm Insurance in 2006,

R J Gabaldon of Greensfield Investment Group in
2007, Julie Brady of Sterling Federal Bank in 2008,
Melissa Glessner of U.S. Bank in 2009, and Joni
Ehnen of The Brandywine in 2010.

NLRB Postpones Effective Date for
Employee Rights Notice—Again!

The National Labor Relations Board has agreed to postpone
the effective date of its employee rights notice-posting rule at
the request of the federal court in Washington, DC, hearing
a legal challenge regarding the rule. The Board’s ruling states
that it has determined that postponing the effective date of
the rule would facilitate the resolution of the legal challenges
that have been filed with respect to the rule. The new imple-
mentation date is April 30, 2012.

Most private sector employers will be required to post the
I 1-by-17-inch notice on the new implementation date of
April 30. Additional information about the notice is available
from the NLRB website: http://www.nlrb.gov/poster. AAIM
EA will keep members updated on new developments.

Source: AAIM Employers' Association,
who obtained the information from CCH
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Member News...

Hawaii Night

Join us at the Next Picture Show Gallery on January 17,
2012 from 6 pm - 8 pm for Hawaii Night sponsored by
Travel Consultants and Globus Vacations. Refreshments
and prizes available. A Globus Representative will speak
on a the "Best of Hawaiian Islands" group departure
January of 2013. RSVP 815 284-668| please.

Submitted by: Colleen Brechon, Travel Consultants

Classic Hollywood

Dixon Main Street's annual Gala Celebration, themed
Classic Hollywood, is on Saturday, February 4th at the
Post House Ballroom. Come walk the red carpet, enjoy
music by Cirque du Swing with vocals by Kathy Cec-
chetti, take your chances at our live and silent auction
and enjoy a great evening in a beautiful and historic set-
ting. Dixon Main Street will announce our Volunteer of
the Year winner, along with the naming of our latest
Cornerstone Award winners, which is like DMS's Hall of
Fame. Tickets are just $25 per person or $200 for a
sponsored table of 8. Dinner is included. Space is limited
so make your reservation early. Contact Josh at 815-
288-2308 or email mainst@grics.net.

Submitted by: Josh Albrecht, Dixon Main Street

Promote your business
in the monthly
Chamber newsletter !

Chamber Newsletter Ad Prices

Newsletter Sponsorship
(Full page insert)
$195 - color print

5115 - black & white print
$95 - you provide the copies

1/2 page baw ad - 560

1/4 page baw ad - $40
Reach over 500 key business people
and decision makers throughout the

Dixon area, by advertising in the
Chamber newsletter.

To schedule an ad, contact
our office at (815) 284-3361.

\Ad space = only available b Chamber membears)
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See Art Made Live at
“Art 4 Art’s Sake”

The Next Picture Show is organizing the 5th Annual Art
for Art’s Sake fundraiser on Saturday, March 10, 2012, at
Sauk Valley Community College, 173 IL Rt 2. This is one
of our major fundraisers for the year.

The Next Picture Show is a not-for-profit art gallery serv-
ing Dixon and surrounding communities in the arts and
beyond. In addition to providing a large gallery space for
the exhibitions of area artists and an annual outdoor art
event (Nuts About Art), the gallery holds several unique
events throughout the year that provide a level of interest-
ing insight into the creative process. The gallery also hosts
the lllinois Watercolor Association’s annual show which
attracts artists from all 52 states.

The Next Picture Show touches the community providing
the space and the events that nurture, develop, educate,
foster and galvanize artists and patrons of the arts. TNPS is
a place where the arts are created, shown, studied and
celebrated.

This year, the East Mall at Sauk Valley Community Col-
lege will become a working studio for 20 artists who will
begin painting early in the afternoon. When the doors
open to the public at 4 p.m., the public will be able to stroll
among the artists and watch them as they put the finishing
touches on their fine art work. The live auction will begin
at 8:00 p.m. All the works will be auctioned off by the end
of the evening with 100 percent of the proceeds going to
The Next Picture Show.

The evening will include live music by Al and Jeannie
Brown, heavy hors d’oeuvres, and wine/beer cash bar.
Tickets are $35 per person or $50 a couple, and are avail-
able at The Next Picture Show, |13 W. First St. or on line,
www.thenextpictureshow.org.

The Next Picture Show is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday or by appointment. For more
information on Art 4 Art’s Sake, current shows, classes
and events, please go to the website:
www.thenextpictureshow.org, email nps@grics.net or
phone (815) 285-4924.

Submitted by: Bonnie Kime, The Next Picture Show

Submission requests for “Member News” are accepted in written
format only, preferably by e-mail. The Chamber reserves the right
to edit submissions due to staff, time and space limitations. Member
news is available only on a first-come, first-served rotating basis.

Email your news to vickidixoncc@gmail.com.
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U S Postal Service to Adjust Prices effective January 22, 2012

Prices for most Postal Service mailing services will change on January 22, :@V@V@V@V@V@V@V@V@V@X@K@
2012. Mailing services include First-Class Mail, Standard Mail, Periodicals, JUW US FOR
Package Services and Extra Services. Prices for shipping services will also ‘ ~ ‘

change on January 22.

While actual percentage price increases for various products and services
varies, the overall average price increase across all mailing services is capped
by law at 2.1 percent, the rate of inflation as measured by the consumer
Price Index.

FIRST-CLASS MAIL HIGHLIGHTS:

m Letters (I oz.) — |-cent increase to 45 cents. This is the first increase in
the price of a First-Class Mail stamp since May 2009.

m Single-piece letters additional ounce rate — unchanged at 20 cents.

m Postcards — 3-cent increase to 32 cents DIXON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
m Letters to Canada or Mexico (| oz.) — 5-cent increase to 85 cents F IESTA

m Letters to other international destinations — 7-cent increase to $1.05 Mav 4,2012 - 6:00 p.m. g

. : : . Dixon Elks Club
m The second ounce will be free for First-Class Mail Presort pieces
L YORRCRCCLRW®
weighing between one and two ounces.

Source: USPS.com

Please remember to utilize the month-by-month Community
Calendar on the Dixon Chamber’s website. The calendar is

¥ o designed to not only contain information about Chamber func-
oy Event tions, but community events as well. We encourage area
' Calendar organizations to submit their special events for publica-

tion on the website.
Find it at

www.dixonillinoischamber.com

Woant to know about events in the Dixon area? Using the calendar is easy.
From the homepage, click on Event Calendar. Click on an event for more information.
Scheduling a special event?

Use the Community Calendar on our website to find out what other events are planned in and around Dixon at that time.
Once your event is scheduled, it’s easy to add it to the calendar so others will be able to learn about your community event.
Just select the “Add Event” link that appears above the calendar, fill in the form provided, and click on the “add event”
button at the bottom of the form.

Once your submission is reviewed and approved by the Chamber, it will be added to the calendar.
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Illinois Chamber Holiday Survey Results for 2012

Each year, the lllinois Chamber of Commerce conducts a survey that indicates how lllinois employers and their employees will
be handling paid holidays. The lllinois Chamber has compiled the results from its annual paid Holiday Survey for 2012.

Many lllinois businesses use the Chamber’s Annual Holiday Survey as a useful tool in helping them to determine holiday benefits
for employees. The survey has long been regarded as the standard to follow. With nearly 700 responses from a cross-section
of lllinois businesses, the results provide a good indicator of what employers have planned for 2012.

Holidays included in this survey are Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Lincoln’s Birthday, Presidents’ Day, Washington’s Birthday,
Casimir Pulaski’s Birthday, Good Friday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Election Day, Jewish
Holidays, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s Day, and Employee’s Birthday.

Compiled from hundreds of responses from lllinois businesses of all size and industries, the survey indicated that the average
number of paid holidays for lllinois workers is 8.2 days, slightly lower than in 201 1. The average number of paid personal days is
2.8 days.

Holidays and Percentage of Firms
Observing as a Paid Holiday:

New Year’s Day 2012
Friday, December 30 — 9.3%
Monday, January 2 — 79.6%
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (observed) — Monday, January 16, 20.9%
Lincoln’s Birthday — Sunday, February 12 — 1.8 %
Presidents’ Day (Washington/Lincoln Day) — Monday, February 20 — 20.3%
Washington’s Birthday — Wednesday, February 22 — <I%
Casimir Pulaski’s Birthday (observed) Monday, March 5 — <%
Good Friday — Friday, April 6 — 33.9%

Memorial Day — Monday, May 28 — 97.2% Number of firms responding — 660
Independence Day — Wednesday, July 4 — 97.4%
Labor Day — Monday, September 3 — 97.5% Percentage of firms from each industry
Columbus Day — Monday, October 8 — 10.6% classification responding:
Election Day — Tuesday, November 8 — Half day or full day off — <1% Manufacturing — 24.6%
Veterans Day — Sunday, November || (observed on Monday) — 14.8% Services — 1 1.8%
Thanksgiving: Finance/Banking — 4.3%
Wednesday, November 21 —2.5% Retail Trade —2.7%
Thursday, November 22 — 97.5% Wholesale Trade — 4.8%
Friday, November 23 — 68.7% Insurance/Real Estate — 7.4%
Christmas: Utility/ Transport/Communications — 2.5%
Monday, December 24 — 53.7% Construction — 3.4%
Tuesday, December 25 — 97.5% Non-Profit/Association/Chamber of
New Year’s Eve — Monday, December 31 —35.1% Commerce - 22.1%

Other — 15.6%
Employees Birthday — 2%

Floating Holiday (| or more days) — 4%
Jewish Holidays (I or more da)'s) — 4% Source: lllinois Chamber of Commerce
NEWS RELEASE
November 21, 201 |
Media Contact: Laurie Silvey,
217-522-5512, ext. 223 or 217-306-1832
Isilvey@ilchamber.org

Average number of paid holidays — 8.2
Average number of paid personal days — 2.8
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Chamber
Officers:

Matt Hermes
Chairman of the Board
Heartland Realty Il, LLC

Tim Broos
1st Vice Chairman
KSB Hospital

Joann Sheridan
2nd Vice Chairman
Sterling Federal Bank

Jenny Koch
Treasurer
Wipfli LLP

Chamber
Directors:

Ed Bushman
The Telegraph

Greg Hicks
Hicks Insurance Agency &
Associates, Inc.

Tom Houck
Willett, Hofmann &
Associates, Inc.

Brenda Humphrey
Affordable Waste Systems
LLC

Matt Keegan
Woard Murray Pace & Johnson

Tad Kerr
ComEd Energy Services

Diane Langenfeld
Appraisal Associates of
NW IL

Barb Majeski
Manpower Staffing Services

Todd Neisewander
Raynor

Bonnie O’Connell
Heritage Square

Rick Schulz
Woalmart

Darryl Vandervort
Lee County Industrial
Development Association

Ex-officio:

Laura Bock
Dixon Chamber
Ambassadors
Josh Albrecht
Dixon Main Street
Jim Seeberg
Lee County Board
Chairman
James Burke
Mayor, City of Dixon

Chamber Staff:

John R. Thompson
President/CEO
Vicki L. Carlson
Vice President
Kaye King
Executive Secretary
Adrienne Keeley

Secretary
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Dixon Direct

KSB Medical Group

Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger & Lee
First National Bank in Amboy
Katherine Shaw Bethea Hospital

2012 TOP TEN

Our Top Ten Dues Investors - Thanks for your support!

Midland States Bank
Raynor Garage Doors

Spectrum Brands

Walmart

Sterling Federal Bank

AZZ Galvanizing of Dixon, Inc.

Anne's Garden Center

Brown Construction

Clifton Gunderson LLP

Comcast Cable-Internet-Phone

Comfort Inn of Dixon

DC Computers

Dixon Builders Supply Ltd.

Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger & Lee

Franklin Grove Bank

Heartland Realty II, LLC

Home of Hope Cancer Wellness Centers

Jacobs Builders LLC

Katherine Shaw Bethea Hospital

KSB Medical Group

***150% CLUB MEMBERS ***

This extra support is truly appreciated!

Ken Nelson Auto Group

Kreider Services, Inc.

Lee County Republican Central Committee

LRB Distributors

Mechanical, Incorporated

PLN Mutual Insurance Company

Preston Schilling Funeral Home

Raynor Garage Doors

Rock River Human Resource Professional Assoc.

Rock River Ready Mix, Inc.

The Stables
VFW Post #540

Wipfli LLP

Kathy Yount

WIXN AM & River Country 101.7

2012 Officers:

Laura Bock
President
Sauk Valley Properties

Sarah Smith
Vice President
Cloud 9

Joni Ehnen
Immediate Past President
The Brandywine

Chamber Ambassadors

Julie Brady Matt Keegan

Sterling Federal Bank Ward Murray Pace & Johnson
Ed Bushman Michelle Knight

Sauk Valley Media First National Bank in Amboy
Michael Clark Diane Langenfeld

WSDR, WSSQ, & WZZT Appraisal Associates of
Tim Crawford Northwest lllinois

Crawford Realty Ed Lynott
Angie Dallam WIXN AM/River Country FM

Melissa Mehrens
AAA Home Builders LLC

Clifton Gunderson LLP
Melissa Glessner

US Bank Meghan McCullah
Sally Hanrahan Edward Jones
BEST, Inc. / WIA Nancy Nesyto-Freske
Kim Hvarre Journey Yoga
Hvarre Painting Jill Pfeiffer
Pat Jones, Jr. Dixon Healthcare & Rehab
Jones Funeral Home Gary Presley

State Farm Insurance

Ashleigh Reaver
Sauk Valley Bank
Linda Ross
Ken Nelson Auto Group
Rick Schulz
Woalmart
Jackie Short
KSB Hospital
Coral Tichler
Community State Bank
Deb Trancoso
BorgWarner
Vicky Turner-Pence
United Country Burke Realty
Susan VanSickle
Fifth Third Bank
Chris Wolfe

Manpower




DiIXON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

BUSINESS AFTER BUSINESS

THURSDAY

JANUARY 12, 2012
5:00-6:30 PM

YOUR HOSTS:

DIXON AuToBODY CLINIC, INC.
DIXON FLORAL & ANTIQUES
DIXON TOURISM

J & J HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS
THE NEXT PICTURE SHOW

THE STABLES
TO BE HELD AT:

THE NEXT PICTURE SHOW

MUSIC BY CHAMELEON: 113 WEST FIRST STREET, DIXON
JAZz/FUNK/FUSION

FOR CHAMBER MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS—MIX BUSINESS WITH PLEASURE—ENJOY
REFRESHMENTS—BRING YOUR BUSINESS CARDS—REGISTER TO WIN DOOR PRIZES
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. .. Making a difference in our community.

We’re on the Web!
www.dixonillinoischamber.com

Citizen of the Year Dinnev...
The highlight of the evening, of

course, will be when the recipient

of the Citizen of the Year award
The Chamber Board of Directors

and The Telegraph invite you to
attend the

is announced.

Sponsored by the Dixon Area
Chamber and The Telegraph, the
Citizen of the Year program is
designed to recognize volunteer

Come join us as we honor these

30th Annual award recipients:

Citizen of the Year Dinner o
Organization of the Year
Tuesday

. . service in our community.
January 31,2012 Dixon Knights of Columbus '
Make your reservations now to

at Timber Creek, s i
Special “Reagan Centennial” Award attend the Dinner. A registration

729 Timber Creek Road,

Dixon Ann Lewis form is enclosed in this newsletter.
. Leaders Award Tickets are $35 per person, or
Cocktails 6:00 pm uture Leaders Awar $280 for a table of eight.

Dinner 6:45 pm Kelly Sullivan Reservation deadline is 1/23/12.



30th Annual Citizen of the Year Dinner

The Chamber Board of Directors and SPONSORED BY:
of the year's highlights .. Gwec | OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

the 30th Annual Citizen of the Year Dinnetr.

AND THE

T TELEGRAPH

JANUARY 31, 2012
AT TIMBER CREEK

729 TiMBER CREEK ROAD, DIXON

Come join us as we honor these award recipients:

Organization of the Year

Dixon Knights of Columbus

COCKTAILS 6:00 PM Future Leaders Award
\ DINNER 6:45 PM / Kelly Sullivan
Special “Reagan Centennial” Award
Ann Lewis
"We anticipate an exciting evening And the highlight of the evening...
capped by the announcement of the Citizen of the Year

2011 Dixon Citizen of the Year (The recipient will be announced at the dinner.)

Cimizen OF THE YEAR DINNER — RESERVATION FORM

Name/Business: Phone:

Please reserve: Names of those attending:

Full table (8 persons) $280 FOUR EASY WAYS TO MAKE RESERVATIONS:

Tickets @ $35/person E-MAIL:
#) kkdchamber@dsl.essex1.com
PHONE:
Total due: $ 815-284-3361
FAX FORM:
_____ Check enclosed. 815-284-3675

MAIL FORM:
101 W. SECOND ST., SUITE 301,
DixoN, ILLINoIS 61021

Please send an invoice.

Please note:

Open seating, except for those reserving full

tables. RSVP bv 1/2 3/1 2

Due to menu guarantees, reservations cancelled
after 1/23/12 will not be refunded.




